February 6, 2019

WELCOMING RABBI ARNOLD E.
RESNICOFF

The SPEAKER. Without objection,
the gentleman from Virginia (Mr.
BEYER) is recognized for 1 minute.

There was no objection.

Mr. BEYER. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to honor Rabbi Arnold E.
Resnicoff who led us in the opening
prayer today.

Rabbi Resnicoff is an American con-
servative rabbi who served as a mili-
tary officer and military chaplain. He
served in Vietnam and in Europe before
attending rabbinical school, and then
went on to serve as a U.S. Navy chap-
lain for almost 5 years. He promoted
the creation of the Vietnam Veterans
Memorial, and delivered the closing
prayer in its 1982 dedication.

In 1984, President Ronald Reagan
spoke on his eyewitness account of the
1983 Beirut barracks bombing.

After retiring from the military, the
rabbi served as the National Director
of Interreligious Affairs for the Amer-
ican Jewish Community and then spe-
cial assistant to the Secretary and
Chief of Staff of the U.S. Air Force,
serving at the equivalent military
range of brigadier general.

Across his career, he received several
awards including: the Defense Superior
Service Medal, the Department of the
Air Force Decoration for Exceptional
Civilian Service, and the Chapel of
Four Chaplains Hall of Heroes Gold Me-
dallion.

He has always been a spiritual inspi-
ration, and now inspires me to Google
how far the golf balls were hit on the
Moon.

Madam Speaker, I am honored to
welcome Rabbi Resnicoff to the House
of Representatives today, and person-
ally thank him for his leadership and
for offering the opening prayer.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms.
KUSTER of New Hampshire). The Chair
will entertain up to 15 further requests
for 1-minute speeches on each side of
the aisle.

———

PASS AN AGENDA THAT IS FOR
THE PEOPLE

(Mr. KILDEE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. KILDEE. Madam Speaker, last
night, the President came to the floor
here and highlighted important issues
like the need to fix our aging infra-
structure and lower the cost of pre-
scription drugs.

These are issues that I know I and
many of my colleagues are ready to
work with the President on. However,
the President does have some history
of saying things and then not nec-
essarily following through.

In fact, last State of the Union, the
President promised a $1.5 trillion infra-
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structure plan, but the next month, re-
leased an inadequate proposal that put
nearly all the burden on States and
local governments to fund those nec-
essary repairs.

In October of 2016, then-candidate
Trump promised in Michigan that not
one plant would close on his watch.
But this year we saw General Motors
slash 14,000 jobs in North America, in-
cluding in my district. And while the
President has promised to protect pub-
lic health, we have seen his own admin-
istration refuse to act on important
drinking water and health protections.

Throughout his calls to fix the bro-
ken immigration system, he continues
to govern by tweet, chant, and manu-
factured crises. The President has to
rise for the occasion. We have an agen-
da that is for the people, and I look for-
ward to working with my colleagues
across the aisle to enact it.

—————

BORN ALIVE ABORTION
SURVIVORS PROTECTION

(Mrs. WAGNER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mrs. WAGNER. Madam Speaker, I
rise today to speak on behalf of babies
who survive abortions and are born
alive.

The Constitution clearly states that
all persons born in this country are en-
titled to life, liberty, and equal protec-
tion under the law.

Our Founding Fathers did not put
age limits on who is entitled to life,
but over the past month, I have been
astounded and horrified to watch rad-
ical legislators upend the Constitution
and argue that babies who survive
abortions should not be given the same
level of medical care that all other
newborn babies receive.

New York legislators repealed a law
mandating medical care for any baby
born alive during an abortion. A law
proposed in Virginia would allow abor-
tions up to the very moment of full de-
livery.

Congress must act to protect those
who cannot protect themselves. This
week, I introduced the Born Alive
Abortion Survivors Protection Act,
H.R. 962, which merely ensures that ba-
bies who survive abortions receive im-
mediate lifesaving care, which is very
simple. We choose life or we choose
death.

————

FREE PETER BIAR AJAK FROM
SOUTH SUDAN

(Ms. DEAN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. DEAN. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to speak about Peter Biar Ajak,
a husband, father, and renowned peace
activist unlawfully detained in South
Sudan.

In July of 2018, Peter was arrested by
South Sudan security forces. He has
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been held without charge or trial ever
since, and has frequently been denied
access to his family, counsel, medical
care, and adequate food.

Peter was one of Sudan’s Lost Boys
who resettled to Philadelphia and at-
tended La Salle University where 1
taught for 10 years. I knew Peter as a
brilliant student and leader. He later
went on to Harvard and Cambridge.

He is a dedicated peace activist, who
cofounded South Sudan Young Leaders
Forum. In his work, he has criticized
South Sudan’s leaders for failing to se-
cure permanent peace for their people.

Incredibly, Peter is now under inves-
tigation for crimes, including treason
and terrorism. If charged and con-
victed, Peter could be sentenced to
death. In reality, he is being persecuted
for speech. I call on President Kiir to
release Peter and all political prisoners
in South Sudan.

————

RECOGNIZING OMAHA PUBLIC
SCHOOLS FOUNDATION AND DI-
RECTOR TOBA COHEN-DUNNING

(Mr. BACON asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. BACON. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to recognize the Omaha Public
Schools Foundation and its director,
Toba Cohen-Dunning for their commit-
ment to the children attending Omaha
Public Schools.

The Foundation was established in
1984 with $1,555, gifted by teachers and
staff. It is now a multimillion-dollar
foundation serving the students and
teachers in Nebraska’s largest school
district.

Last November, the Foundation was
recognized with the Investor in Amer-
ica Award by the Partners for Livable
Communities which acknowledges
groups and individuals who use cre-
ative public and private partnerships
to create more opportunities for liv-
able communities.

As director of the Foundation, Toba
directs a unique model of social entre-
preneurship that invests the revenues
from early childhood education and
childhood programs to scholarships for
high school seniors, teacher innovation
and classroom grants, and community
partnership projects.

Madam Speaker, I offer my congratu-
lations to Ms. Cohen-Dunning and the
staff of the Foundation for their com-
mitment to our children.

————

HONORING CHILDREN’S
HEALTHCARE OF ATLANTA FOR
THEIR WORK FIGHTING SICKLE
CELL ANEMIA DISEASE

(Mr. DAVID SCOTT of Georgia asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute.)

Mr. DAVID SCOTT of Georgia.
Madam Speaker, I rise today to honor
Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta for
their extraordinary work in fighting
sickle cell anemia disease, and pro-
viding comprehensive medical care for
thousands of our children in Georgia.
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